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Content Areas and Grade
Level:

Grade 2: Social Studies and English Language Arts

Lesson Objective(s):

1. The student will recognize that people make choices because of limited
resources.
2. The student will identify what it means to be a United States citizen either by
birth or by naturalization.
3. The student will identify different characters' perspectives in A Different Pond
(text).

Florida Standards:

1. SS.2.E.1.1: Recognize that people make choices because of limited resources.
2. SS.2.C.2.1: Identify what it means to be a United States citizen either by birth
or by naturalization.
3. ELA.2.R.1.3: Identify different characters' perspectives in A Different Pond
(text).

Assessment:

Formative Assessments:
● Pre- & Post-Assessment:
○ Using a KWL chart, students will jot down background knowledge and
questions related to being or becoming a US citizen.
■ As students are filling out their charts, teacher activates prior
knowledge through modeling – “For instance, I know that some
of my family members were not born in the United States so
they went through a process to become a citizen.”
○ Students will complete the KWL chart at the end of the lesson to fill in
what they have learned.
○ UDL/EL Supports:
■ UDL 1.1: Offer ways of customizing the display of information
■ UDL 1.2: Offer alternatives for auditory information
■ UDL 3.1: Activate or supply background knowledge
■ EL 7: Show students how to use graphic organizers like semantic
mapping and imaging
■ EL 4: Link lesson to topic to students’ prior knowledge

● Observations:
○ Continuously monitoring student engagement and input throughout
the lesson.
○ UDL/EL Supports:
■ UDL 3.3: Guide information processing and visualization
■ EL 6: Continually monitor students’ comprehension
● Think, Pair, Share:
○ Partners discuss:
■ Why did the young boy and his father have to fish for their
dinner?
■ What can we learn from the story about living in America?
■ How might someone’s road to citizenship differ?
○ UDL/EL Supports:
■ UDL 8.3: Foster collaboration and community
■ EL 10: Teach Think, Pair, Share strategies in cooperative groups
Motivating Activity &
Anticipatory Set/Access
Prior Knowledge:

● Teacher will call the class to the carpet area.
● Activate interest by passing out several symbolic representations of America to
students:
○ Artifacts/Realia:
■ American flag
■ Photo of the president
■ Postcard from the statue of liberty
■ Dollar bill, coins
○ UDL/EL Supports:
■ UDL 1.2: Offer alternatives for auditory information
■ EL 17: Provide contextual support through audio visuals,
models, demonstrations, realia, body language and facial
expressions
● Next, ask students what these symbols or items have in common.
○ Students may say, “these are all from America,” “I see presidents on
the money and in this photo,” “I remember we learned about symbols
in first grade,” etc.
● Key word list: Displayed on the board using chart paper for easy
viewing/reference to ensure understanding of academic vocabulary–
citizenship, resources, perspectives.
○ Engage in Vocabulary Review:
■ After discussing each word, i.e.: citizenship, resources,
perspectives, use Total Physical Response (TPR) to associate
terms with related physical movement
■ Model movements first, then have students stand up and
practice these movements while saying the definition aloud

●
●
●
●

Citizenship: Pledge Allegiance stance, hand over heart
Resources: Money gesture and/or eating gesture
Scarcity: Looking around, not seeing anything gesture
Perspectives: Thinking face, point to head

○ Image Links (copyright free)
■ American flag: Click Here
■ Food icon: Click Here
■ Money icon: Click Here
■ Scarcity icon: Click Here
■ Perspective icon: Click Here
○ UDL/EL Supports:
■ UDL 2.1: Clarify vocabulary and symbols
■ UDL 1.2: Offer alternatives for auditory information
■ UDL 4.1: Vary the methods for response and navigation
■ EL 5: Teach technical vocabulary supporting key concepts
■ EL 18: Use commands and directions that involve overt student
actions as in TPR

■ EL 17: Provide contextual support through audio visuals,
models, demonstrations, realia, body language and facial
expressions
● This discussion will segue into the KWL chart. “Now that we have identified
that these symbols represent America and we’ve covered the key vocabulary
for today’s lesson, let’s think about our country in terms of citizenship.”
● In whole group discussion, fill out the beginning of a K-W-L chart together
using the smartboard.

○ First, ask students to share what they already know (K) about
citizenship.
■ What do you already know about citizenship?
○ As students are thinking, activate prior knowledge/model thinking:
■ “For instance, I know that some of my family members were not
born in the United States, so they went through a process to
become a citizen.”
○ Participating students will respond verbally with their ideas as the
teacher jots notes down on the board.
○ Then, ask students to share what they want to know (W) about
citizenship.
■ Now think about what you might be curious to learn more about
citizenship. Who wants to share?
○ Participating students will respond verbally with their ideas as the
teacher jots notes down on the board.

○ Students will fill in their own K-W-L charts independently once they
return to their seats, after whole group instruction/discussion.
■ Add sentence frame supports on K-W-L for EL/LD students.
○ UDL/EL Supports:
■ UDL 1.2: Offer alternatives for auditory information
■ UDL 4.1: Vary the methods for response and navigation
■ UDL 3.1: Activate or supply background knowledge
■ EL 7: Show students how to use graphic organizers like semantic
mapping and imaging
■ EL 4: Link lesson to topic to students’ prior knowledge
Procedures:

● Engage students in a deeper overview of citizenship – video,
discuss key vocabulary terms.
○ Purpose for viewing:
■ To learn about what it means to be a United
States citizen for many immigrants to our
country.

�Click Here

Guided Questions:
Where was Anna born? Why did Anna’s dad leave Guatemala? What are some of the
struggles she faced? What does citizenship mean for Anna? How has becoming a
citizen changed her life? What do you think about Anna’s parents?
○ Throughout the overview, reflect on we jotted down as a
class for the K-W-L, identify any misconceptions and set
the stage for how each experience differs based on a
person’s background, cultural influences, etc.
○ UDL/EL Supports:
■ DL 1.2: Offer alternatives for auditory
information

■ UDL 3.1: Activate or supply background
knowledge
■ EL 4: Link lesson to topic to students’ prior
knowledge
■ EL 17: Provide contextual support through audio
visuals, models, demonstrations, realia, body
language and facial expressions
■ Note: Link lesson to prior knowledge – it’s likely
ELs some will have a personal connection to the
content of this lesson, offering supports for
understanding will allow students to offer their
unique perspectives which will enrich the
conversation/discussion.
● Read-Aloud: A Different Pond
○ Reminder: As you listen to this read-aloud, be making
connections to your own experiences; What resonates
with you? What differs from your own story? or your
parents’ stories?
○ Graphic organizer includes quotes for jotting notes
throughout read aloud – students can use as needed
○ UDL/EL Supports:
■ UDL 4.1: Vary the methods for response and
navigation
■ UDL 3.3: Guide information processing and
visualization
■ EL 7: Show students how to use graphic
organizers like semantic mapping and imaging
■ EL 6: Continually monitor students’
comprehension
Read-Aloud Graphic Organizer

○ Teacher reads aloud, pausing for emphasize on key parts
of the story:
■ Page 1 – “It will be hours before the sun comes
up.” (By show of hands, how many of you are
waking up that early?)
■ Page 4 – “A kid at my school said my dad’s
English sounds like a thick, dirty river. But to me
his English sounds like gentle rain.” (What can we
infer from this? What does this tell us?)
■ Page 6 – ‘“I got a second job,” my dad explains. “I
have to work this morning.”’ (What did we just
learn?)
■ Notice the illustration on page 7-8 (What do you
see?)
■ Page 8 – ‘I am thinking about what dad told the
bait man. “If you got another job, why do we still
have to fish for food?” I ask. “Everything in
America costs a lot of money,” he explains.’ (Why
are they fishing? What does this tell us about this
family’s situation?)
■ Page 16 – “I used to fish by a pond like this one
when I was a boy in Vietnam.” (What did we just
discover in the story? Was the father born in the
US?)
■ Page 19 – “Dad smiles, his teeth broken and
white in the dark, because we have a few fish
and he knows we will eat tonight.” (What are you
thinking about this statement?)
■ Page 26 – “And I will smile and nod, and later,
when we sleep, we will dream of fish in faraway
ponds.” (What faraway pond is he talking about?
What or where is making a connection to? What
does this tell us about this family?)
● Students return to their seats and receive a graphic organizer to
guide their partner discussion.
● Think, Pair, Share – Partners discuss the following together:

○ Questions/Discussion Points:
■ Why did the young boy and his father have to fish
for their dinner?
● Key takeaway for emphasis in whole
group discussion: Tie to scarcity of
resources: food – highlight homelessness,
hunger, etc.
■ What can we learn from the story about living in
America?
● Everyone’s experience is unique, and
although all Americans are citizens and
are a part of the country, their influences,
backgrounds, and circumstances can vary.
■ How might someone’s road to citizenship differ?
● Born here vs. immigrated here
(naturalized citizen)
■ How can someone’s culture influence them?
● Ideas: food, beliefs, lifestyle – ex: getting
up early, interests, etc.
■ How might the two main characters’ perspectives
differ?
● Adult vs. child, immigrant vs. first
generation, etc.
● Closure – Review main points from discussion. Review the key
vocabulary terms and ask students to provide any last thoughts.

○ Post-Assessment: Students complete K-W-L chart with 3
key learning takeaways, including what the story’s title
“A Different Pond” means to them.
Materials:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

K-W-L Chart
Graphic Organizer
Think-Pair-Share Partner Worksheet
Video Link
Book – A Different Pond
Anchor Chart with vocabulary list
Citizenship Overview – Video and overview document
Artifacts – American flag, photo of the president, postcard from the
statue of liberty, dollar bill, coins
● Pen/Pencil

Note: Assessment and closure do not necessarily have to be separate activities, but they must
meet guidelines above
KWL Chart

Graphic Organizer

Story Quotes:
“It will be hours before the
sun comes up.”

Key Takeaways:

Key Words:
Citizenship

US born vs. Immigrant

“A kid at my school said my
dad’s English sounds like a
thick, dirty river. But to me
his English sounds like gentle
rain.”
‘“I got a second job,” my dad
explains. “I have to work this
morning.”’

Resources
fish

‘I am thinking about what
dad told the bait man. “If you
got another job, why do we
still have to fish for food?” I
ask. “Everything in America
costs a lot of money,” he
explains.’
“I used to fish by a pond like
this one when I was a boy in
Vietnam.”

Perspectives

young boy vs. his father

“Dad smiles, his teeth broken
and white in the dark,
because we have a few fish
and he knows we will eat
tonight.”
“And I will smile and nod, and
later, when we sleep, we will
dream of fish in faraway
ponds.”

Additional Thoughts/Notes:

Think, Pair, & Share Worksheet
Guiding Questions:
1. Why did the young boy and his father have to fish for their dinner?
2. What can we learn from the story about living in America?
3. How might someone’s road to citizenship differ?
4. How can someone’s culture influence them?
5. How might the two main characters’ perspectives differ?

